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Digital revolution in biodiversity discovery 
tools – everyone can be an explorer!



Why use iNaturalist?

(=Why become 
an iNatter?)





Third finding ever of this species 
described in 1904, last one was in 
1909, first ever photo, first definite 
collection from Costa Rica, clears up a 
type collection locality issue. 

Findings: Taxonomic discovery 



PROJECTS:
Flora and
Fauna of
Rutgers
University 
(campus 
inventory)



Rutgers 
University 
(New Jersey) 
properties as 
part of 
campus 
biodiversity 
inventory



Observations 
of campus 
biodiversity 
inventory at 
Rutgers 
University



Media coverage



Getting 
started on 
iNaturalist

https://www.inaturalist.org/pa
ges/getting+started

https://www.inaturalist.org/pa
ges/video+tutorials

Remember, iNaturalist is no 
joke, so please don’t get 
banned for bad behavior. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video+tutorials


SEEK, companion app to iNaturalist, will 
help you find species.



Organized data storage
Easy geolocation of findings
Helps people recall things they’ve seen 
before
Builds Life Lists 
Allows for comparisons and 
competitions to motivate discovery
Provides a great dataset as an example 
for students to use in learning

Quantitative analysis
Data visualization

Why use iNaturalist?

Project tools:
Auto-calculation 
of top five 
species, top 5 
observers
List of 
participants and 
their numbers



iNaturalist Species Bingo Project

• 50 specific plant species to find anywhere (Weeds 
& Ethnobotanicals) during Sept 1 to Oct 31.

• Observe, photograph, upload to iNaturalist
• Add to iNaturalist class project: 

Rutgers PlDivEvol 2019
• 2 bingo sheets to hand in (deadline November 4)
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